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Graham Greene, the acclaimed English novelist, playwright, and journalist,
is renowned for his intricate and psychologically complex works that delve
into themes of faith, moral ambiguity, and the human condition. His short
stories are no exception, and his collection titled Where the Jackals Howl is
a testament to his mastery of the genre.

Published in 1966, Where the Jackals Howl comprises 18 short stories,
each a gem of suspense and intrigue. Greene's keen eye for human nature
and his ability to weave a web of tension and suspense create a gripping
reading experience that keeps the reader on the edge of their seat from
beginning to end.

The Stories

The stories in Where the Jackals Howl encompass a wide range of themes
and settings, from the exotic locales of Africa and Asia to the dark
underbelly of London. Yet, they are all united by Greene's signature style,
characterized by a deep understanding of human psychology and an
exploration of the moral dilemmas that haunt his characters.

One of the most iconic stories in the collection is the titular "Where the
Jackals Howl." Set in British-occupied Africa, it tells the tale of Dr. John
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Lawrence, a disillusioned and alcoholic doctor haunted by his past. When
he is called to investigate the murder of an African woman, he becomes
entangled in a web of deceit and corruption that threatens to destroy him.

Another standout story is "Across the Bridge," which follows the journey of
a young woman named Mary Burton as she travels to Europe with her
wealthy father. Along the way, she encounters a mysterious stranger who
sparks a forbidden desire in her. However, her pursuit of this illicit affair
leads her down a dangerous and ultimately tragic path.

Moral Ambiguity

Throughout the stories in Where the Jackals Howl, Greene explores the
complexities of human morality. His characters are not merely good or evil
but rather flawed individuals struggling with temptation, guilt, and the
consequences of their actions. Greene forces us to question our own moral
assumptions and challenges our simplistic notions of right and wrong.

In "Proof of Guilt," for instance, a young man is accused of murdering his
uncle. As the evidence against him mounts, he is forced to confront his own
culpability and the troubled relationship he had with his uncle. Greene asks
us to consider the nature of truth and the possibility of redemption in the
face of overwhelming guilt.

Themes of Faith and Redemption

Despite the darkness and moral ambiguity that permeate the stories, there
are also glimpses of hope and redemption. Greene's characters often find
themselves in situations where their faith is tested and their souls are
challenged. Yet, even in their darkest moments, they sometimes find a way
to transcend their circumstances and find a glimmer of grace.



In "The Basement Room," a young boy named Philip is confined to a dark
basement as punishment for a misdeed. As he languishes in isolation, he
experiences a series of visions that lead him to a deeper understanding of
himself and his relationship with God. Greene suggests that even in the
most desperate of circumstances, there is always the possibility of spiritual
enlightenment.

Graham Greene's Where the Jackals Howl is a captivating collection of
short stories that showcases his masterful storytelling abilities. With its
atmospheric settings, suspenseful plots, and complex characters, it is a
work that will haunt and intrigue readers long after they have finished
reading it. Greene's exploration of moral ambiguity and the human
condition is both thought-provoking and deeply affecting, making this
collection a must-read for fans of mystery, suspense, and literary fiction
alike.
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