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: A Journey into the Heart of Friendship and Resilience

Prepare to embark on an unforgettable literary journey with Morris
Gleitzman's "Then Once," a novel that has captivated readers of all ages
with its poignant exploration of friendship, resilience, and the complexities
of war. Through the eyes of Felix and Zelda, two extraordinary young
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characters, Gleitzman weaves a tapestry of hope, survival, and the
enduring power of human connection.

Set against the backdrop of the Holocaust, "Then Once" transports us to a
time when darkness threatened to consume the world. Amidst the horrors
of war, Felix, a Jewish boy from Austria, and Zelda, a Christian girl from
Poland, find solace in an unbreakable bond that defies all odds. Their story
serves as a beacon of light, illuminating the capacity for hope and
compassion even in the most challenging of circumstances.

Exploring the Unbreakable Bond of Felix and Zelda

At the heart of "Then Once" lies the extraordinary friendship between Felix
and Zelda. Despite their vastly different backgrounds, they share a deep-
seated yearning for connection and a profound understanding of the
hardships that life can bring. Their bond transcends the barriers of age,
religion, and culture, proving that friendship can bloom in the most
unexpected of places.

As they navigate the treacherous landscape of occupied Europe, Felix and
Zelda rely on each other for strength and support. They share laughter,
tears, and secrets, forming an unbreakable bond that becomes their anchor
in a world spiraling into chaos. Gleitzman's masterful storytelling captures
the essence of their friendship, showcasing the transformative power of
human connection in the face of adversity.

The Power of Resilience in the Face of Darkness

"Then Once" is not merely a tale of friendship; it is also a testament to the
indomitable spirit of human resilience. Amidst the horrors of the Holocaust,



Felix and Zelda remain beacons of hope and strength, embodying the
ability of the human spirit to triumph over adversity.

Their journey is filled with challenges and near-impossible odds. They
witness unspeakable horrors and face unimaginable danger. Yet, through it
all, they never lose sight of their dreams or their belief in a better future.
Their resilience serves as a powerful reminder that even in the darkest of
times, the human spirit can prevail.

The Complexities of War and the Search for Meaning

Within the pages of "Then Once," Gleitzman delves into the complexities of
war and the profound impact it has on individuals and society as a whole.
He explores the themes of guilt, responsibility, and the search for meaning
in the face of senseless violence.

The novel raises questions about the nature of good and evil, and the
choices we make in the face of adversity. Gleitzman challenges us to
confront the darkest aspects of human nature while also highlighting the
capacity for compassion and heroism that resides within us all.

A Timeless Tale with Profound Relevance in Today's World

"Then Once" transcends its historical setting to offer timeless lessons for
readers of all ages. Its themes of friendship, resilience, and the search for
meaning resonate deeply in today's world, where division and conflict
continue to plague humanity.

This novel serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of human
connection, the strength of the human spirit, and the need for compassion
and understanding in the face of adversity. It is a book that will stay with



you long after you finish reading it, inspiring you to reflect on your own life
and the values that you hold dear.

: A Novel That Inspires, Challenges, and Moves the Soul

Morris Gleitzman's "Then Once" is a literary masterpiece that explores the
depths of human resilience, the power of friendship, and the complexities of
war. Through the unforgettable journey of Felix and Zelda, Gleitzman
weaves a tale that is both heart-wrenching and uplifting, leaving an
indelible mark on the reader's soul.

Whether you are a seasoned reader or new to the world of literature, "Then
Once" is a must-read. It is a novel that will challenge your perspectives,
inspire your spirit, and move you to tears. Prepare to be transported to a
world where hope triumphs over despair, and the human spirit shines
brightly even in the darkest of times.
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