
Fat Luther Slim Pickin': A Comprehensive
Review of the Cult Classic American Gothic
Novel
Written by the acclaimed American crime fiction writer Jim Thompson, Fat
Luther Slim Pickin' is a dark and disturbing novel that delves into the depths
of human depravity. First published in 1954, the book has since gained a
cult following for its unflinching portrayal of violence, corruption, and moral
decay.

Plot Summary

The novel follows the story of Luther Slim Pickins, a corrupt small-town
sheriff in Mississippi. Pickins is a cruel and sadistic man who uses his
position of power to terrorize the local population. He is also a ruthless
criminal, involved in a wide range of illegal activities, including murder,
extortion, and bootlegging.
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One day, Pickins is approached by a mysterious stranger named Clem
Richards. Richards claims to be a private investigator who is looking into
Pickins' criminal activities. Richards threatens to expose Pickins unless he
pays him a large sum of money.

Fearing for his life, Pickins agrees to pay Richards. However, he soon
realizes that Richards is not who he seems. Richards is actually a
psychopath who is determined to destroy Pickins and everyone associated
with him.

As the novel progresses, Pickins and Richards engage in a deadly game of
cat and mouse. Pickins tries to outwit Richards, but Richards is always one
step ahead. In the end, Pickins is defeated and Richards emerges
victorious.
Characters

Luther Slim Pickins: The protagonist of the novel, Luther Slim Pickins is a
corrupt and sadistic sheriff. He is a cruel and violent man who uses his
position of power to terrorize the local population.

Clem Richards: A mysterious stranger who claims to be a private
investigator. Richards is actually a psychopath who is determined to
destroy Pickins and everyone associated with him.

Lena Gray: A young woman who is the object of Pickins' desire. Lena is a
beautiful and innocent woman who is unaware of Pickins' true nature.

Doc Parmenter: A local doctor who is one of the few people who stands up
to Pickins. Doc Parmenter is a good and decent man who tries to help
those in need.



Themes

Fat Luther Slim Pickin' explores a number of dark and disturbing themes,
including:

Corruption: The novel is a scathing indictment of corruption in all its
forms. Pickins is a corrupt sheriff who uses his position of power for
personal gain. Richards is a corrupt private investigator who is willing
to do anything for money.

Violence: The novel is filled with violence, both physical and
psychological. Pickins is a sadistic man who enjoys inflicting pain on
others. Richards is a psychopath who is capable of unspeakable
cruelty.

Moral decay: The novel depicts a world where moral values have
been eroded. Pickins and Richards are both amoral characters who
are motivated by greed and self-interest. The local population is
apathetic and resigned to their fate.

Writing Style

Jim Thompson's writing style is characterized by its use of short, sharp
sentences and a minimalist approach. Thompson's prose is spare and to
the point, which creates a sense of urgency and tension. He also uses a lot
of colloquial language and slang, which gives the novel an authentic feel.

Thompson's writing style has been compared to that of other hard-boiled
crime writers such as Dashiell Hammett and Raymond Chandler. However,
Thompson's work is darker and more disturbing than that of his
contemporaries. He is not afraid to explore the depths of human depravity,
and his novels often leave readers with a sense of unease.



Literary Significance

Fat Luther Slim Pickin' is a significant work of American literature. The
novel is a powerful indictment of corruption, violence, and moral decay. It is
also a well-written and suspenseful crime thriller.

Thompson's novel has been praised by critics for its realism, its
psychological depth, and its unflinching portrayal of human nature. Fat
Luther Slim Pickin' is a classic of American crime fiction and a must-read
for anyone interested in the genre.

Fat Luther Slim Pickin' is a dark and disturbing novel that is not for the faint
of heart. However, it is also a well-written and suspenseful crime thriller that
is sure to stay with you long after you finish it.

If you are looking for a novel that will challenge you and make you think,
then I highly recommend Fat Luther Slim Pickin'.
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