Exploring the Armadillo Encyclopedia by
Francis Schaeffer: A Comprehensive Guide to
Christian Truth and Worldview

In an era marked by secularism, moral relativism, and the erosion of
traditional values, Francis Schaeffer's Armadillo Encyclopedia stands as a
beacon of truth and wisdom. This monumental work provides a
comprehensive exploration of Christian truth and worldview, equipping
readers with the intellectual foundation to navigate the challenges of
modern society.
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Origins and Purpose

The Armadillo Encyclopedia emerged from Schaeffer's deep concern about
the growing influence of secularism and the decline of biblical literacy. He
believed that Christians needed a resource that would help them
understand and defend their faith in a rapidly changing world.
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The encyclopedia's name, "Armadillo," symbolizes protection and defense.
Schaeffer saw the encyclopedia as a protective shell for Christians,
providing them with the knowledge and tools to withstand the onslaught of
secular ideologies.

Content and Structure
Spanning over 1,000 pages, the Armadillo Encyclopedia covers a vast
array of topics related to Christian truth and worldview. It is organized into
13 sections:

= The God of the Bible

= Man: The Image and Likeness of God

= Christ: The Revealer of God

= The Holy Spirit: The One Who Brings the Truth

= The Bible: The Infallible Word of God

= The Church: The Body of Christ

= The State: Authority and Freedom

= The Family: The Building Block of Society

= The Arts: Tools for Expression and Communication

= Education: The Pursuit of Truth and Wisdom

= Ethics: The Standard for Right and Wrong

= Culture: The Impact of Ideas and Values

= History: The Story of Man and God



Each section explores its topic in depth, providing historical background,
biblical analysis, philosophical insights, and practical applications. The
encyclopedia draws on a wide range of sources, including Scripture,
theology, history, philosophy, and literature.

Key Themes

Throughout the Armadillo Encyclopedia, Schaeffer emphasizes several key
themes:

= The Sovereignty of God: Schaeffer believed that God is the ultimate
authority over all things and that His will governs the universe.

= The Biblical Basis of Truth: The Bible is the infallible Word of God
and the foundation for all Christian belief and practice.

= The Importance of Worldview: A worldview is a framework of beliefs
and values that shapes our understanding of reality. Christians must
have a biblical worldview that is consistent with Scripture.

= The Need for Christian Engagement: Christians have a responsibility
to engage with culture and to influence society for good.

Impact and Legacy

The Armadillo Encyclopedia has had a profound impact on the Christian
community since its publication in 1982. It has been translated into
numerous languages and has sold over a million copies worldwide.

The encyclopedia has been used in churches, schools, and universities as
a resource for studying Christian truth and worldview. It has also been
praised by scholars and theologians for its thoroughness, depth, and clarity.



Schaeffer's work continues to inspire and challenge Christians to live out
their faith in a complex and changing world. The Armadillo Encyclopedia
remains a valuable tool for understanding the Christian faith and its
implications for life and culture.

Francis Schaeffer's Armadillo Encyclopedia is a monumental work that
provides a comprehensive exploration of Christian truth and worldview. It is
a resource that is essential for any Christian who desires to understand
their faith more deeply and to live it out faithfully in the face of cultural
challenges.

Through its in-depth analysis, thought-provoking insights, and practical
guidance, the Armadillo Encyclopedia empowers Christians to navigate the
complexities of modern society with confidence and conviction.
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